
How to Get a Good Grade in World History 

The following information was compiled using the data collected from surveys completed by former 7th grade students.  

These strategies and ideas will not guarantee you an A, but should put you in the right direction.  The key is that you 

follow these ideas ALL THE TIME.  You cannot do them some of the time or all but a few times.  To be able to get the 

best of your potential you must do them consistently.   

Homework – the number 1 factor as most of your grade is homework points (about 70%). 

 About 90% of students with A’s spend at least 20 minutes on homework.  And that is roughly the same amount 

of time they spend on the rest of their classes.  In contrast, only about 40% of students with B’s spend the same 

amount of time.   What does that mean?  You should be spending the same time on your history work as your 

other classes at least.  In many cases more.  History involves a lot of reading and the introduction of multiple 

concepts at the same time.  You may have a homework assignment in math that only discusses 1 or 2 math 

concepts.  In history, one homework may introduce 10 new things. 

 It is not just important how much time you spend on the homework, but it is also important how you use that 

time.  95% of both students with A’s and B’s answer questions using the book.  No surprise there.  But, 80% of 

students with A’s either read the information first then answer or answer as they read.  Only 55% of those with 

B’s do that with the rest skimming for answers.  When you skim, you are not able to get complete information.  

Oh, and if you are trying to answer by memory, you are probably not going to get a good grade.  The best way?  

Read the section, then go back and get the answers as you go through the section again. 

 Only 45% of students with B’s have read most of the chapters.  Before the test, you should have read them at 

least 2 times. 

 Once you complete a homework assignment, you should be able to recall answers to questions the next day 

without looking at what you have written.  Does not have to be perfectly accurate, but should be close. 

 Remember to answer with specifics and examples.  Generalizations lead to missed points. 

 Visits me during intervention or study hall to go over answers.  80% of all students said they rarely or never have 

seen me for help when needed.  If you bomb a homework assignment you should be visiting me to go over what 

happened.  You can bring me work not yet graded to check answers.  I know you visit your other teachers.   

 85% of students have never asked me about extra credit. 

 The time spent on homework should be at home.  Intervention is not enough time.  You will rush through and 

make mistakes.  Study hall is not a good spot if your study hall is loud. 

Taking Notes – essential to success is the ability to effectively take notes. 

 75% of A students summarize what is on the board and then write down the stuff I say.  Writing down only word 

for word what is on the board does not allow you to focus on important items I am giving you as additions. 

 Only about 10% of students read their notes in the evening after taking them that day.  This is really important 

to do if you are struggling in understanding what is being discussed. 

 Notes should not be used to answer guided reading and vocab homework.  


